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The Forest Ecology Alliance (FEA) is a group which is focussed on the conservation 

of flora, fauna and natural habitat in the Nambucca Heads region and beyond. 

The group had a colourful stall recently at Valla Markets and De Marco was on hand 

to talk about their mission to save native forests and koalas. 

ñEach time we come to the markets we like to talk to the community. We find them 

well informed and concerned about koalas and their loss of habitat and that they are 

losing their backyard forests.ò, said De. 

New arrivals to the valley 
often make their ñtree 
changeò and find those 
very trees threatened. 
ñYes, they get con-
cernedò, said De, ñThey 
see the logging trucks 
pass them and wonder 
why. Often, they are not 
informed of clearing by 
their neighbours. It is an 
ongoing problem and we 
are trying to work the 
best way we can with the 
Forestry Corporation 

 towards saving habitat for all the species in the  area.ò (cont. next page.) 
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KOALAS NEED TREES (Cont. from front page.) 

State Forests and plantations are controlled by the state government. The recent 

fires have seen a shift in the timber supply from the south coast and now our ar-

ea is known as the ñtimber bowlò. 

ñThe timber shortage is high at the momentò, explained De, ñThey are logging 

anything and everywhere, including private native forests. The laws and regula-

tions have changed rapidly over the years to enable that to happen. It started with 

the Baird government, who changed the wildlife protection laws and they have 

been whittled away to where now there is little protection for wildlife. Industrial-

ised logging brings about a massive loss of habitat.ò 

If readers share these concerns, they can visit FEA at the Valla markets or email 

them at forestecologyalliance@gmail.com. They welcome volunteers. 
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NAIDOC Week celebrates the history, culture and 
achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples. It is celebrated by all Australians and is a great 
opportunity to learn more about Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander communities. 

NAIDOC stands for National Aborigines and Islanders 
Day Observance Committee. Its origins can be traced to 
the emergence of particular Aboriginal groups in the 1920ǋs which sought to in-
crease awareness in the wider community of the status and treatment of Aborigi-
nal and Torres Strait Islander Australians. 

This yearôs theme ï Get up! Stand up! Show up! ï encourages all of us to champi-
on institutional, collaborative, and cooperative change while celebrating those 
who have already driven and led change in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
communities over generations. 

Events will be held around Australia during NAIDOC week to celebrate the histo-
ry, culture and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 

NAIDOC is celebrated by people from all walks of life, Indigenous and non In-
digenous. The week is a great opportunity to participate in a range of activities 
and to support and amplify the voices of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
communities. 

Here in Nambucca Heads there will be various celebrations of NAIDOC week so 
keep an eye on publicity in the weekly newspapers for details .  

mailto:forestecologyalliance@gmail.com
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Shore Track is a community-based charity organisa-

tion that helps young people gain skills for the work-
place. To me, itôs a place that is welcoming to any-

one who needs help to gain both workplace and so-

cial skills and to help become a better person alto-
gether. 

It has been nearly a year since I started coming to 

ShoreTrack. Since then, Iôve become a much better 
version of myself that I might not have become if 

not for the caring staff of this group. When I was 

first introduced to ShoreTrack I found myself uncer-
tain and intimidated by the idea of coming for two 

days a week. But as I started coming, I slowly left 

my shell and found that my perception was com-
pletely off. I started learning a multitude of skills for 

both the workplace and everyday life. 

After two months I asked if I could come more than two days a week and nearly 
eight months later, I come four to five days a week and enjoy every minute of it. 

Not only do I still learn things, but I can pass it on to others who want to learn. 

ShoreTrack is a great environment for anybody and everybody to come, learn 
something new and help out the community. The people are wonderful and what 

they do is amazing. 

ShoreTrack are now working with the Valleyôs Community Newsletters to give our 

young people a voice in the local community. 

By presenting stories such as this, interviews, and young peopleôs perspectives on 
community issues we can ensure all community members are empowered to have a 

say and are informed of a diverse range of current events. 

Check it out ShoreTrack on Facebook for yourself! ϪǎƘƻǊŜǘǊŀŎƪȅƻǳǘƘ  
 
Contact Details: Jill 0407 142 293  
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